According to the I Ching... before the beginning of great brilliance, there
must be chaos.
(The I Ching is an ancient
Chinese divination text and the
oldest of the Chinese classics.)

And that describes the International Balloon Fiesta in Albuquerque, NM, the
largest celebration of hot air ballooning.
It was 5:00AM when we entered Balloon Fiesta Park with thousands of people
from around the world. We immediately walked to the field to secure a spot on
the sidelines, ready to witness the show.
Shortly thereafter, hundreds of balloon vehicles drove onto the field to set up in
the dark.
And then a strange thing happened... the massive crowd started
flooding the field, ignoring the sidelines and the lack of lights, paths, or
markings.
We quickly ditched our seats to join them. As we walked through the field,
crews were unpacking balloon baskets, unfolding balloon bags (called
“envelopes”), checking wires, testing propane equipment, and inflating
balloons (first on their side before they are lifted to a standing position).
It was mass chaos... 100,000 people, 500 horizontal hot air balloons inflating,
flammable propane cylinders, and the darkness of dawn.
But out of that chaos came brilliance.
The crews worked around us without complaint. The crowd ebbed and flowed
around the crews and the inflating balloons. And everyone cheered as each
balloon ascended into the air.
Arguably we should have been confined to the sidelines for safety and security
reasons. And even observing from afar would have been beautiful. But it

would not have allowed for the amazing experience of standing
amongst hot air balloons as they came to life and defied gravity.
Being on the field in the middle of the mass ascension seemingly without any
order had me wondering if it was done by design...
...as if to remind us that in the moments of chaos in our lives, we must
trust that brilliance will follow.
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Did you know?
(1) Is your organization using our
MentorLead platform to create an
impactful mentoring program? You'll
want to join us for our next Success @
Mentoring Webinar on Wed, Oct
24: Showing up Strategic: How to
Think Like a Thought-Leader; Act
Like a Game-Changer. Check your
mentoring platform for details on how
to attend.

(2) Will you be at the Magnet
Conference next week in
Denver? Meet me at the MentorLead
Booth #1330!
(3) Are you architecting a mentoring solution or
preparing to launch or re-launch a mentoring
program? Then save the date for our next webinar
designed just for you! The Formula for Powerful
Mentoring Programs: Discover the Secrets to
Launching and Leading Mentoring Programs that
Matter to People and Organizations on Thurs, Oct
25 @ 12-1:15pm
EST. Email registerme@lifemoxie.com to receive an
invitation. For more information,
visit: https://www.lifemoxie.com/articles/webinars/theformula-for-powerful-mentoring-programs-1/

